Summary
Chapter 1

· Basil shows Lord Henry the unfinished portrait of Dorian Gray and tells him that he doesn’t want to send it to an exhibition, because he put too much of his soul into the picture and because Dorian is too important too him.

· Lord Henry wants to get to know more about Dorian and Basil tells him about the fist meeting.
· Basil doesn’t want Lord Henry to meet Dorian, because Dorian is absolutly necessary for his happiness and his art.

· Lord Henry meets Dorian and they like each other, so Basil wants Lord Henry to go away, but Dorian doesn’t agree with Basil, so Henry stays there.
· Lord Henry influences Dorian by talking about youth and sins.
Chapter 2
Lord Henry tells Dorian about youth and getting old. Basil finishes the portrait and Dorian thinks about the future.

Dorian doesn’t want to age, because Lord Henry influenced him and told him that youth is important, and so he offers his soul in a way that the portrait ages, but he doesn’t. Dorian saves the portrait and decides to go to the theatre with Lord Henry.
From Lord Fermor Lord Henry learns that Dorian is a grandson of Kelso and so he’s riches Lord Henry’s father with other guests about London’s East End.
Chapter 3

· Dorian waits for Lord Henry, but his wife comes in and they talk about music and theatre. Lord Henry tells Dorian that women are only ornaments.
· Dorian tells Lord Henry about his love to Sibyl Vane and her acting.

· Dorian tells Lord Henry about his first meeting with Sibyl Vane and that he loves her more and more with every moment.

· Dorian invites Lord Henry and Basil to see Sibyl in the theatre.

Chapter 4

1. Sibyl Vane in Love
Sibyl argues with her mother about her engagement with Dorian.

2. A brother’s concern
Sibyl’s brother argues with his mother because he hates gentlemen and his sister’s friend is a gentleman.

3. James Vane makes a promise

James Vane promises to kill his sister’s friend.

4. Dorian’s future marriage

Basil and Henry talk about Henry’s girlfriend and their future marriage.

5. Dorian discovers pleasure

Henry talks with Dorian about marriage and tells him its disadvantages.

Chapter 5

1. At the theatre
Lord Henry, Dorian and Basil go to the theatre very excitedly to see Sibyl Vane acting and are very disappointed.
2. Sibyl Vane’s failure
More and more spectators leave the theatre, Dorian is angry with Sibyl and speaks badly about her, but his friends try to calm him down and finally leave, too.

3. Dorian argues with Sibyl

After the play Dorian reproaches Sibyl for acting so badly, but she’s so happy and says that he was more important than acting, then Dorian leaves desperate Sibyl.
4. The portrait has changed
When Dorian sees that the portrait has changed in a very cruel way he supposes that it happened because of being so nasty and decides to marry Sibyl.
Chapter 6

1. After realizing that the portrait has altered Dorian writes a long letter to Sybil Vane, because he regrets being so cruel to her.
2. After being told about Sybil’s death by Lord Henry he falls in sorrow.

3. On the one hand Dorian reproaches himself for Sybil’s death, but on the other hand he accuses her of being selfish.
4. Despite being conscious of Dorian’s change, Basil doesn’t send the portrait to an exhibition because of Dorian’s request and he doesn’t want to lose him as friend.

Chapter 7
After Dorian has decided to hide the portrait, he gets the key for the old study from Mrs Leaf.

He orders Mr Hubbard to carry the covered portrait upstairs.

While they hide the picture, Mr Hubbard wants to look at it, but Dorian can stop it.

Lord Henry sends Dorian a newspaper with a red-marked article about Sibyl’s death and a book.

The book fascinates Dorian because he finds himself in the story.

Chapter 8

· In order to experience new forms of life he studies religions, beliefs, music and so on, but the only result he gets is boredom and badness.
· His reputation in London goes worse and worse.

· Basil tells Dorian all things he has heard about him and Dorian tries to stop him.
· Because Basil won’t believe the things that are said about Dorian, Dorian persuades him to see the portrait.
